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One day in a small village 
somewhere in Indonesia...

How much 
are they?

Rp. 7.000,00

That’s so 
expensive!

These days 
everything’s  
expensive,  

especially seeds.

Tani went to the warung 
to buy some cigarettes.
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And you also need to buy 
pesticides and fertilizers                         
       ...it’s really hard!!!

Tempe-tofu
every day?  
Boring!! And the store 
bought vegetables don’t    
    really taste good
            either.

Oh forget it,  
it’s too much hassle  
to think about...

Before we got  
what we needed from 
gardens, now we need 

to buy everything 
at shops.

It’s so expensive, we’re 
lucky we can even eat!
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So...
Ibu Rajin
went to the forest 
just outside the 
village, and...

there she found 
lots of local plant 
varieties.

Ibu Rajin took 
cuttings from the 
plants, and when 
she got home she 
saved their seeds 

and started 
propagating more.

Are you going to buy  
the cigarettes or 

not Tani? Sorry Ibu Rajin 
but I think 

I need to use my 
money to 

buy 
medicine 
for my  
child...

But if you could let  
me pay for them  

tomorrow...

Ibu 
Rajin 

got
a

great
idea

about
something she could

do to help her
friends in the village.
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You can 
have seeds 
on credit, 
except for 
medicinal

varieties...

Can I put these 
seeds on credit?

That’s 
GREAT!!

I got them myself from 
 local plants so that you can 

propogate them.

Cigarettes please...  
Wow, how come these
seeds are so cheap?

  The medicinal plant seeds    
  are free...  
    I hope your child gets  
        better soon.

About 
a week 
later...

Tani 
visited 
Ibu Rajin’s 
warung 
again...
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Be patient
everyone, wait  

your turn.

...and the village became green and fertile again. 
The villager’s health also improved. Ibu Rajin’s story  

of success was told far and wide, and many other
villages started propagating and selling local seeds.  

Not long after, everyone in the area was  
buying seeds from Ibu Rajin’s warung...
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More information: www. idepfoundat i on .org  • www.seedsavers .net
Illustrations by Rappy, Concept by Gove DePuy.

This comic was developed  
by IDEP Foundation.

With support from the  
Seed Savers Network.


